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/At noon £ Hay an action was begun by FAV1 T designed to wipe out the last vestige 
of the Binh Xuyen forces now grouped some 10 to 18 kms south of the Arroyo Chinois and 
Canal de Doublement. 15 battalions, a heavy company and a battery of artillery axe 
included in the battle pla#ts^ 2iey are operating in the four following groups: 

Groupement Quang Trung, consisting of a Group Headquarters, two TP Quang Trung battalions, 
the 808th TD and the 63rd BVF; a Groupement Para consisting of a reduced operational 
headquarters, the 1st and 5th BVF and the 6th BPVTT; a Groupement Marche consisting of the 

51st Infantry Regiment Headquarters, the 51st Cie Lourde, the 33rd and 50th BVHs, the 
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520th TP and^battery of artillery; and a group of four battalions (designations unknown) 
under the command of General Trinh Minh Ihe. The Quang Trung group moved south across 
the Arroyo Chinois, in boats, about 1000 meters S¥ of FATO Headquarters, clearing 
the Binh Xuyen out of tfce area between the Bassin aux Bois and the Y-Bridge, forcing them 
back across the Canal de Doublement. On the morning of 3 Hay, the VHA troops crossed 
the Canal de Doublement and continued to push south. The Groupement Para from the area 
in the vicinity of MAAG Headquarters crossed the Arroyo Chinois about 1000 meters south- 
west of MAAG Headquarters and then crossed the Canal de Doublement after beating down 
heavy Binh Xuyen resistance in the vicinity north of the bridge crossir^g the canal 
about 1300 meters due south of MAAG Headquarters . The battalions then fanned out in 
ah eastward direction, pressing toward the Quang Trung group moving south. Trinh Minh 

The’s group, after being refused passage over the French-controlled bridge near the 
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American Embassy at the foot of Rue Georges Guynemer, moved back north up the Saigon 

River, two or three thousand meters, where they made a crossing by boat, moved south 
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through An Pong, crossed the river again onto the Khanh Hoi island, and were last b*ar&- 
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frea-wfail^^y^e^pxo ceffe ^ ef - crossing the Cabal de Derivation. Its mission is to 

A. 

make an enveloping movement south and vest from the canal to attack the Binh Xuyen 
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from the east flank and rear. 

*" i’ * a "t Vii 

S^yrTT™ n iT '-«£r 

T&e Groupe de Marche is being held in reserve at Phu Lac% about 2000 meters 
west of MAA& Headquarters, to be used in mopping up operations in the battle area 
south of the Canal de Doublement where the main battle is expected to take place 
in two or three days. 

The night of 2 May, the 33rd- BVN finished clearing ousb two of the Binh Xuyen 
posts still remaining on the NN perimeter of Cholon, 

The 83rd B VN is in reserve at the Petrus Ky Iycee. 

Spirit in the VNA, the Ministry of defense and the Palace is running high. 
Coupled with the success of the army are hundreds of messages pouring into the 
Palace from troops, village councils, province councils and individuals all over 
south Viet Nam, urging Diem to stand firm and telling him of their loyalty. Public 
opinion is definitely in favor of the Vfi/L's recent a ctions against the Binh Xuyen, 
is opposed to General sXjEXX Vy and Hinh( the latter of whom is now reported as being 
in Dalat^ is anti-Bao Dai, and hotly anti-French. 

Saigon morning newspapers (Vietnamese) carried such headlines aB "Bao Dai - the 
greatest shame of Viet Nam, B "Down with Bao Dai, the Traitor," etc. Bne front page 

to 

devoted a picture of Bao Dai's wife with the caption, "Queen of Viet Nam and 


Concubine of Prance." 


J# yW: 




\'aA Casualties in the W M as of 0900 hours 3 May were 82 wounded, six dead, and 

A 

one disappeared. The Defense Ministry reported no report of Binh Xuyen casualties 
were available as killed and wounded, when caught up with by VNA troops, were 
thrown into the fires of burning homes or buildings , and cremated. A VNA cgptain 
who commanded a company in the recent battle at Petrus Ky Iycee, reported that when 
VNA troops entered the school building after the battle, they cut the throat of 
e ac h of the many cadavres dound on the floors. It has been reported that among 
these were those of two Frenchmen dressed in civilian clothes. The hatred of the 
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VHfl. troops for the Slob Xuyen is at a fever pitch. 

The Ministry of Defense has announced the successful rallying of five Binh 
Xuyen Battalions to the government . Only three or four remain in oppositon to the 
present VBA move. 

Le Journal d'Extreme Orient, 3 May, announced that recently promoted Generals 
Tran Van Don and Tran Van Minh had renounced their French citizenship. 
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